The chromatin-associated protein H-NS.
H-NS is a major component of chromatin in enteric bacteria. H-NS plays a structural role in organising the chromosome, and influences DNA rearrangements as well as the expression of many genes. The biochemical and functional characteristics of H-NS are distinct from those of 'typical' DNA-binding proteins and much remains to be learned about the mechanism(s) by which H-NS acts. In this article we review our current understanding of the role of H-NS, and describe possible models by which H-NS might influence DNA structure and gene expression.